Thursday, January 14, 2010 8:30 a.m.

AC/HEATING UNIT BLAMED FOR
FIRE

(Palm Bay)d An air conditioning and heating unit inside a local apartment building is being
blamed for a fire that caused approximately $10,000 damage early Thursday morning. At
approximately 2:30 a.m. Palm Bay Fire-Rescue firefighters responded to the Windwood
Apartments located at 1571 Windwood Drive NE after emergency dispatchers received a 9-
1-1 call from a female reporting a fire inside her apartment. A working smoke alarm
activated and woke the woman to smoke inside a bedroom opposite where she slept. The
woman said she saw smoke coming from the air conditioning/heating unit mounted to the
wall underneath a window which she claims was not in use during the night. Firefighters
evacuated the four-unit apartment building and contained the fire to the single apartment unit
1 0 1The ocupant assisted in limiting the damage by closing the door of the fire room on
herwayout, 0 sai d Di str i c tiSh€ &lso eafled e a safe thaation @utdide)
preventing being trapped inside if the fire had spread while making the 9-1-1 call. These are
safety precautions taught during public education events that work if practiced and
foll owed. O

The Fire Marshal has ruled the fire accidental due to the AC unit. The dollar value of
single-story apartment building in jeopardy is approximately $100,000 with fire related
damage confined to $10,000 in the one unit.

PALM BAY FIRE-RESCUE NEWS RELEASE
CONTACT: Yvonne Martinez, Public Information Coordinator, 321-416-5194
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